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Executive Summary

On 6 November 2014 the Cabinet received a report on a series of proposals relating 
to the regeneration of Preston Bus Station and Multi Storey Car Park, primarily as a 
public services hub focusing on facilities for young people, bus and coach 
transportation, pedestrian safety, highway improvements, car parking and the 
creation of accessible and useable public open space within the heart of Preston 
City Centre

The Cabinet resolved that

i. Approval be given to the proposals set out in this report, now presented, 
which overall will see the regeneration of Preston Bus Station and Multi 
Storey Car Park, primarily as a public services hub focusing on facilities for 
young people, bus and coach transportation, pedestrian safety, highway 
improvements, car parking and the creation of accessible and useable public 
open space within the heart of Preston City Centre;

ii. Approval be given to reallocate  the County Council contribution of £8.3m to 
the construction of a new bus station, contained within the approved capital 
programme, to the refurbishment of the Preston Bus Station and Multi Storey 
Car Park;

iii. The Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools be requested 
to review and reprioritise  resources already allocated in the Children and 
Young People's overall capital programme with the view of releasing £2m of 
funding to support the development of the Preston Youth Zone Plus;

iv. Officers be requested:
1. To work with the  Preston Youth Zone partners to develop the scheme 

for the Preston Youth  Zone Plus;
2. To work with the contractors recently selected for the County Council's 

Construction Framework to refine the estimates set out in this report;
3. To complete the Conservation Management Plan;
4. To prepare a consolidated development proposal for consideration by 



Cabinet;
5. To prepare and submit an application for listed building 

consent/planning permission;
6. To review with external grant funding organisations the potential for 

external grant funding.
v. The Preston, South Ribble and Lancashire City Deal Executive and 

Stewardship Board be recommended to endorse the revised proposals for 
Preston Bus Station and Multi Storey Car Park on the basis set out in the 
report and to include them within the 2015/18 City Deal Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan;

vi. That an international design competition be held for the design of the public 
open space.

Following requests from five County Councillors in accordance with the Overview 
and Scrutiny “Call In” procedures, the Chair has called a special meeting of the 
Committee to consider calling in the above decision. 

Recommendation

In accordance with the Call In procedures contained in Procedural Standing Orders 
(Standing Order 23 and Appendix 3) the Committee is asked to consider:

1. Whether or not to request the Cabinet to reconsider the decision made on 6 
November 2014 on the proposals in relation to the regeneration of Preston 
Bus Station and Multi Storey Car Park

2. If the Committee decide to request that the decision should be called in then 
to determine the grounds on which the request is to be based.

Background and Advice 

On 6 November 2014 the Cabinet received a report on a series of proposals relating 
to the regeneration of Preston Bus Station and Multi Storey Car Park, primarily as a 
public services hub focusing on facilities for young people, bus and coach 
transportation, pedestrian safety, highway improvements, car parking and the 
creation of accessible and useable public open space within the heart of Preston City 
Centre

The Cabinet resolved that

i. Approval be given to the proposals set out in this report, now presented, 
which overall will see the regeneration of Preston Bus Station and Multi 
Storey Car Park, primarily as a public services hub focusing on facilities for 
young people, bus and coach transportation, pedestrian safety, highway 
improvements, car parking and the creation of accessible and useable public 
open space within the heart of Preston City Centre;



ii. Approval be given to reallocate  the County Council contribution of £8.3m to 
the construction of a new bus station, contained within the approved capital 
programme, to the refurbishment of the Preston Bus Station and Multi Storey 
Car Park;

iii. The Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools be requested 
to review and reprioritise  resources already allocated in the Children and 
Young People's overall capital programme with the view of releasing £2m of 
funding to support the development of the Preston Youth Zone Plus;

iv. Officers be requested:
1. To work with the  Preston Youth Zone partners to develop the scheme 

for the Preston Youth  Zone Plus;
2. To work with the contractors recently selected for the County Council's 

Construction Framework to refine the estimates set out in this report;
3. To complete the Conservation Management Plan;
4. To prepare a consolidated development proposal for consideration by 

Cabinet;
5. To prepare and submit an application for listed building 

consent/planning permission;
6. To review with external grant funding organisations the potential for 

external grant funding.
v. The Preston, South Ribble and Lancashire City Deal Executive and 

Stewardship Board be recommended to endorse the revised proposals for 
Preston Bus Station and Multi Storey Car Park on the basis set out in the 
report and to include them within the 2015/18 City Deal Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan;

vi. That an international design competition be held for the design of the public 
open space.

On 11 November 2014 the Chief Executive received a request, signed by five 
County Councillors, for the Scrutiny Committee to consider whether that decision 
should be the subject of a Call In. The request was received in accordance with 
Procedural Standing Orders from County Councillors Barrie Yates, Fabian Craig 
Wilson, Peter Buckley, Geoff Driver and Michael Devaney and means that the 
decision taken on 6 November 2014 cannot now be implemented until the Call In 
procedure is completed. 

The reason given for the request as submitted by the above Members was:

"for further consideration of the total cost and how this will be funded"

To assist the Committee, the Call In procedures contained in Procedural Standing 
Orders (Standing Order 23 and Appendix 3) are summarised below:

 Any five County Councillors may, within three days of an executive decision 
being published, request that a special meeting of the relevant Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee be convened to consider that decision.

 The executive decision shall not be implemented until the Call In procedure is 
completed.



 An O&S Committee may request that an executive decision made but not yet 
implemented be reconsidered by the Decision Maker, or request that the Full 
Council decide whether to ask the Decision Maker to reconsider.

 The Committee must decide at the meeting whether or not to exercise its Call In 
powers.   

 Any such request for reconsideration shall include the grounds upon which the 
request is based.

 Once the Committee has determined to make such a request, the request and 
the grounds upon which it is based must be registered with the Chief Executive in 
writing within three clear working days of the O&S Committee.

 If a request is made the Decision Maker must then reconsider the decision having 
regard to the grounds upon which it is based.  The Decision Maker can affirm, 
amend or rescind their decision.  

 The Decision Maker shall publish their response to a request for reconsideration 
and the reasons for their decision by writing as soon as is reasonably practicable 
to the Chair of the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

 The Decision Maker can only be required to reconsider the same decision once.

 An Overview and Scrutiny Committee shall not exercise its functions;

(1) where the decision has been designated by the Decision Maker as being 
urgent in that any delay in its implementation could adversely affect the 
efficient execution of the County Council’s responsibilities; or 

(2) in respect of day-to-day management and operational decisions taken by 
officers.

Of particular relevance in the above provisions are the requirements that the 
Committee must determine at the meeting whether or not to request that the decision 
be reconsidered, and if so to determine the grounds upon which the request is to be 
based.

The Committee is required to meet within seven working days of the request being 
received in order to consider the call and following consultations with the Chair and 
Deputy Chair, a special meeting has been arranged for 20 November 2014 at 2pm in 
Cabinet Room D – The Henry Bolingbroke Room at County Hall, Preston.

Consultations

N/A

Implications: 



This item has the following implications, as indicated:

Risk management

There are no significant risk management implications arising from this item. 
However, the risk management and other implications associated with the decision 
are set out in Annex A to this report.
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